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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . Chapter vii. On The Rapldan. | Found my boys in a
comfortable cabin, some ten in my cousin s mess. He was just recovering from a wound received at Brandy
Station. | was considered as a guest of the boys, and did not have to go through any drudgery such as cooking
or washing. However, | was detailed on picket duty and occasionally on drill. When | reached the camp, rations
consisted of middling meat and corn bread, without any salt. We got along without salt as long as the middling
meat lasted, as that was quite salty. By the 1st of May the meat was gone, and many of the soldiers were
without shoes. When the meat gave out, we resorted to wild onions, which were plentiful in that section, but
hard to dig up. They are about the size of shallots, but very deep rooted, and we had to dig pretty deep with
bayonets to get them up. These onions and corn bread without salt did very well toward appeasing the appetite
of hungry soldiers. One day | was on picket duty near the Rapidan River, which is a stream a little larger than
Duck River; just opposite us were the Yankee pickets. One of them yelled out: Hello, Johnny Reb! how is
sassafras tea to-day? I told him the tea was all right, but we had no sugar. | asked him how he was fixed for
tobacco, and he said,...
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