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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . A Confession in Prose By Walter Prichard Eaton Unlike M.
Jourdain, who had been speaking prose all his life without knowing it, | have been writing it nearly all of mine,
quite consciously, and earning my living thereby since | was twenty-one years old. | am now thirty-four. | have
been a professional writer of prose, then, for thirteen years--or shall | say a writer of professional prose? Much
of this writing has been done for various American magazines; still more has been done to fill the ravenous
columns of American newspapers; some, even, has been immured between covers. | have tried never to write
sloppily, though | have of necessity often written hastily. | can honestly say, too, that | have tried at times to
write beautifully, by which I mean rhythmically, with a conscious adjustment of sound and melody to the sense,
with the charm of word-chiming further to heighten heightened thought. But | can also as honestly say that in
this latter effort | have never been encouraged by a newspaper editor, and | have been not infrequently
discouraged by magazine editors. Not all magazines compel you to chop up your prose into a maximum
paragraph length of ten lines, as does a certain one of large circulation. Not all newspapers compel you to be
smart, as did one for which | worked compel us all. But the impression among editors is prevalent, none the
less, that a conversational downrightness...
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