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(OCoL()613333786 Subject: Predatory lending -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 diversions out of the Colorado or
Arkansas river basins without agreements or pro-tections. H. R. 3881 is not the solution to Colorados water
problem but it is an important first step toward finding the 173, 000 acre-feet the state will need in the next 40
years. Through intelligent use of existing resources, the process outlined in H. R. 3881 will provide for the
storage of 48, 000 acre-feet of non - Project water. That is water available under existing water rights held by
cities and towns within the Districts nine-country service area. Further, it will do this while continuing to honor
the Districts existing obligations under the 1962 authorizing legislation and interstate compacts. As with any
western water issue, this is something of a work in progress. Its present form came about, not only from the
PSOP process, by as the result of lengthy negotiations this year between the District and the City of Aurora and
the City of Pueblo. The debate continues. Today, we will hear other comments and con-cerns voiced by Pueblo,
the Colorado River District, the state of Kansas and even the Bureau. Where water is scarce, everyone has an
opinion on how it should be hused. irteen T years ago, when the great western water debate was over Two
Forks, a member of one environmental group claimed the state could meet its needs through better utilization
of existing smaller reservoirs. Thirteen years later, that is basically what H. R. 3881 will do. | look forward to
working with the various af-fected groups...
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