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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . upon the proper management of the. voice, as to time, pitch, quality and force, ,
and the pupil should be so drilled in these that he will instinctively choose aright. . . , He should learn the value
of emphasis--not that emphasis gained by a great force of tone, or downward inflection, but that which is
gained through a gentle, insinuating holding back of a word, a pausing aGer a word, or a prolonging of the
vowel, which results in arresting the attention of the hearer. Let me say--and repeat, that all tnis training, while
being vitally necessary to good oral reading, should be preparatory to the reading hour and not a part of it.
The reading hour through the grammar grades should be given wholly to getting the thought, holding the
thought--and giving the thought from the printed page. Oral reading is of great value if well taught; it has for
its highest aim the interpretation of literature; an artistic rendering is the most eIective means of
interpretation, and gives enjoyment little less, if any, than that of well-rendered music. But good, silent reading
is of far greater importance, since the great army of boys and girls who leave our schools rarely engage in oral
reading. That is leG mainly for the public reader and speaker--and for the actor. The pupils, therefore, should
be trained to good, eIective silent reading; they should learn how to grasp speedily and comprehensively, the
contents of a page. This...
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