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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Legend of Good Women is a poem in the form of a dream vision by
Geoffrey Chaucer. The poem is the third longest of Chaucer s works, after The Canterbury Tales and Troilus and
Criseyde and is possibly the first significant work in English to use the iambic pentameter or decasyllabic
couplets which he later used throughout the Canterbury Tales. This form of the heroic couplet would become a
significant part of English literature no doubt inspired by Chaucer. The prologue describes how Chaucer is
reprimanded by the god of love and his queen, Alceste, for his works-such as Troilus and Criseyde-depicting
women in a poor light. Criseyde is made to seem inconstant in love in that earlier work, and Alceste demands a
poem of Chaucer extolling the virtues of women and their good deeds. For thy trespas, and understond hit here:
Thou shalt, whyl that thou livest, yeer by yere, The moste party of thy tyme spende In making of a glorious
Legende Of Gode Wommen, maidenes and wyves, That weren trewe in lovinge al hir lyves; And telle of false men
that hem bitrayen, That al hir lyf ne doon nat but assayen The poet recounts ten stories of virtuous women in
nine sections. The legends are: Cleopatra, Thisbe, Dido, Hypsipyle, Medea, Lucrece, Ariadne, Philomela, Phyllis
and Hypermnestra. The work is a similar structure to the later Monk s Tale and like that tale, and many of his
other works, seems to be unfinished. Chaucer s sources for the legends include: Virgil s Aeneid, Vincent of
Beauvais, Guido delle Colonne s Historia destructionis Troiae, Gaius Julius Hyginus Fabula and Ovid s
Metamorphoses and Heroides.
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