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indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: .a local infection set up by the ray fungus, taken into the system
with food containing the bacilli. It is thought that the bacilli is more apt to be conveyed into the system through
a vegetable diet than a diet of meat. Once the bacilli finds entrance into the intestinal track, the mucous
membrane is soon attacked and later the muscular coat of the bowel, the small areas of invasion soon undergo
degenerative changes that soon eventuate in ulceration, more or less severe in degree. In the early stages of the
disease, the walls of the intestine become thickened from infiltration of the surrounding structures with serum,
and following the ulcerative process, dark scar-tissue marks the point of attack. The caecum is a common seat
of the disease and the rectum, stomach and liver are portions of the abdominal viscera, frequently attacked.
Usually the onset of the disease is sudden, a diarrhoea first appearing, generally accompanied by nausea and
sometimes vomiting. Pain and tenderness on pressure are common symptoms of the local disease and when
located in the caecum, is often diagnosed as an attack of appendicitis. Soon the infected mass assumes a size
easily outlined through the abdominal wall. At first the tumor is quite dense but later, as degeneration advances
it softens: the overlying abdominal walls becoming involved, soon assume a pale violet color, through the
center of which, a fistulous opening often occurs, discharging a thin, straw-colored fluid, often containing
granular bodies,...
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